European Conference of Reformed Churches

Why this Conference? conference is planned for Spring 2010 in
Europe has changed. In 1957, the Edinburgh, God willing.

European Economic Community (EEC) or

6Common Mar ketd was estWhbattendddzd. I n 1993, wit

the Maastricht Treaty, it became the European
Union, currently with 27 member states. In June
1990, the Berlin Wall was taken down and in
1991 came the dissolution of the USSR (Soviet
Union). These political changes have created a
context in which the reformed churches in Europe
can seek closer co-operation. Europe needs a
united witness to Christ and his word.

Seven churches in the UK, the
Netherlands, and Spain, are members of the
International Conference of Reformed Churches
(ICRC), which has existed since 1985. After the
ICRC met in Pretoria (2005), these churches took
the initiative to bring together reformed churches
in Europe in a regional conference. It met in
Soest, the Netherlands, 6-9 March, 2007. Now
the second meeting has taken place, again in
Soest, 4-7 November 2008. And a third

Almost 80 delegates gathered from the
seven member churches and from other reformed
and Presbyterian churches in Austria, Belgium,
Croatia, Germany, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Portugal, Romania, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland
and Ukraine. This time we missed Belarus,
France, Hungary and Poland (all represented in
2007).

What did we do?

The programme included three lectures,
time for introductions to some churches and
mission works, and workshops and other
opportunities for discussion.

The first paper was by Professor David
Mackay (RP Church in |
Zeal of John Calvin. b
had a great burden for France. Geneva supplied
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